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Green Building Program Documentation 
Boston Valley Terra Cotta – TerraClad® and TerraPreCast® 
 
Section 1: LEED BD+C v4.1 Credit Applicability and Language 

 
Direct Credit Contributions: 
 
Material and Resources (MR) Credits: 
Credit: Building Product Disclosure & Optimization – Environmental Product Declarations  
 
Intent: To encourage the use of products and materials for which life-cycle information is available 
and that have environmentally, economically, and socially preferable life-cycle impacts. To reward 
project teams for selecting products from manufacturers who have verified improved 
environmental life-cycle impacts. 
 
Option 1. Environmental Product Declaration (1 Point) 
 
Boston Valley Terra Cotta’s TerraClad® and TerraPreCast® products currently have an EPD 
which is ISO 14021 self-verified together with Sphera Consulting. Thus TerraClad® and 
TerraPreCast® products are valued as one 1.5 products for purposes of credit achievement 
calculation. The EPD is currently undergoing third-party verification to become an ISO 
14025 Product-specific Type III Environmental Product Declaration (EPD). 
 
 
Credit: Building Product Disclosure & Optimization – Sourcing of Raw Materials (1-2 Points) 
 
Intent: To encourage the use of products and materials for which life-cycle information is available 
and that have environmentally, economically, and socially preferable life-cycle impacts. To reward 
project teams for selecting products verified to have been extracted or sourced in a responsible 
manner. 
 
Recommended Language: 

 
Extended Producer Responsibility: Boston Valley Terra Cotta’s take-back program will 
accept recovered terra cotta pieces from the project site to reuse in the manufacturing 
process. Terra cotta needs to be sent with the cooperation of the installation contractor. 
 

Recycled Content: Boston Valley Terra Cotta uses 12%-20% by weight pre-consumer 
recycled content in the manufacture of its terra cotta products.  
 

Regional Materials: 27% of the raw materials used to make TerraClad® are sourced 
within 100 miles of Boston Valley’s production facility in Orchard Park, New York.  
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Material and Resources (MR) Credits: 
Credit: Building Product Disclosure & Optimization - Material Ingredients 
 
Intent: To encourage the use of products and materials for which life-cycle information is available 
and that have environmentally, economically, and socially preferable life-cycle impacts. To reward 
project teams for selecting products for which the chemical ingredients in the product are 
inventoried using an accepted methodology and for selecting products verified to minimize the use 
and generation of harmful substances. To reward raw material manufacturers who produce 
products verified to have improved life-cycle impacts. 
 
Option 1. Material Ingredient Reporting (1 Point) 
 

 
Boston Valley Terra Cotta has a published, complete Health Product Declaration (HPD) with 
full disclosure of known hazards of all substances present at or above 0.1% (1000 ppm), in 
compliance with the Health Product Declaration Open Standard. TerraClad® and 
TerraPreCast® products therefore contribute one whole product to the 20 different 
permanently installed products required for this credit. 

 
 
 
 

Indoor Environmental Quality (EQ) Credits: 
Credit: Low-Emitting Materials (Up to 3 Points) 
 
Intent: To reduce concentrations of chemical contaminants that can damage air quality and the 
environment, and to protect the health, productivity, and comfort of installers and building 
occupants. 
 

 
TerraClad® and TerraPreCast® products are inherently non-emitting sources of VOCs, as 
defined by LEED®. When used as an aesthetic feature on the interior of a project, 
TerraClad® and TerraPreCast® products can contribute to the requirement that a portion of 
materials on the building interior meet the low-emitting criteria of this credit. 

 

Indirect Credit Contributions: 

Energy and Atmosphere (EA) Credits: 
Credit: Optimize Energy Performance (Possible 18 Points) 
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Intent: To achieve increasing levels of energy performance beyond the prerequisite standard to 
reduce environmental and economic harms associated with excessive energy use that 
disproportionately impact frontline communities.  
 
 

Boston Valley Terra Cotta’s TerraClad® and most TerraPreCast® exterior cladding 
systems products incorporate a ventilated cavity and opportunity for insulation between 
the exterior terra cotta wall cladding and the structural wall system. This air space and 
insulation increase the thermal performance of the exterior wall system which positively 
effects the energy efficiency of the building envelope. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Material and Resources (MR) Credits: 
Credit: Building Life-Cycle Impact Reduction – Option 2. Whole-Building Life-Cycle 
Assessment (1-4 Points) 
 

Intent: To encourage the adaptive reuse and optimize the environmental performance of 
products and materials. 
 

 
Boston Valley Terra Cotta’s ISO14021 Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) on 
TerraClad® and TerraPreCast® products demonstrates reduced environmental impacts in 
the following impact categories: Global Warming Potential, Ozone Depletion, acidification, 
and ecotoxicity. 

 
 

 

Material and Resources (MR) Credits: 

Credit: Construction and Demolition Waste Management (Possible 2 Points) 
 
Intent: To reduce construction and demolition waste disposed of in landfills and incineration 
facilities through waste prevention and by reusing, recovering, and recycling materials, and 
conserving resources for future generations. To delay the need for new landfill facilities that are 
often located in frontline communities and create green jobs and materials markets for building 
construction services. 



    

 
Green Building Documentation 
Boston Valley Terra Cotta – TerraClad® and TerraPreCast® 
  
 

 

thi 

 
 
In coordination with the installation contractor, Boston Valley Terra Cotta will accept 
recovered terra cotta pieces from the project site to reuse in the manufacturing process. 
These terra cotta pieces will be pulverized to become grog – a key ingredient in clay. We will 
also accept crates from the product shipment that are in good condition for reuse. 

 
 
 


